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truths of a practical character to the popular mind. Of this I may
here mention only the two Epics—the Mah&Vhdrata and the Ramdyana.
These two Epics contain a great deal of practical teaching with his-
torical illustrations, all founded on the Vedantio ideals of advaifa
and abheda. Great ideals are placed before the people in such. a popular
form, that very few, indeed, could be found, who are unfamiliar with.
the episodes of the great personages related in them or with the truths
intended to be conveyed by them. They furnish topics for kzrtans1
and bhajans2 in every Hindu temple ; they are in the mouth, of every
rustic, young and old, whose whole life Is influenced thereby. It is
impossible to estimate this influence on their daily life, but it cannot
Tbe denied that it is wide and far-reaching.
The Bhagvat G-ita is another sacred boob which I ought to
mention in this connection as being one of the best exponents of the
practical aspect of the Veddnta.
To begin with, the practical character of the Gita is prominently
observable in its teachings as to the true nature of devotion
(BhaJcti) and the necessity for unselfish endeavour (Yoga of
action).   While recognising to the fullest extent  the phi-
losophical ideal of tat-twam-asi, it takes note of the broad fact
that all men are not of the same intellectual calibre to be able to
grasp this ideal and appreciate and realise it, all at once. Man is,
accordingly, told that the Absolute and Unrelated cannot at once
be intelligible to him, for it requires the most abstract contemplation
and elevation of thought, which is beyond the ordinary powers of his
intellect to accomplish; that till that stage of intellectual and
spiritual attainment is reached, he must content himself with
contemplating and worshipping, as God, the Supreme Essence as a
differentiated entity, in Its manifestations throughout tlie Universe,
taking any of such manifestations as a symbol through, which to reacli
It in a proper, moral., and religious attitude.
Some Christian critics have denounced this as a " conscious
alliance with falsehood, the deliberate propagation of lies,3'5
to make them converts to Christianity    1 Religious Sermon accompanied with
as a national insult. ... The  Music.— ED
Hindus require no foreign preaching—     , ^   ...   i            ^ i  r.
they have religion to the fullest in       Devotional songs recited by a
their own Upanishada and Bhagvat  congregation.—ED.
Gt^"                                   s See Hibbert Journal, 1906, p. 747.

